
A Lutheran Look at the Second Epistle of St. Peter 
 
Week 1: Faith and Its Results 
 
Intro: Which is a greater danger to believers: opposition from outside the church, or 

false teaching from within it? 
 
As we spend 3 weeks on this letter, we will have occasion to pursue the following: 

1. Look at the Word first, seeking to hear God speak to his servants. 
2. Test our faith by its results in our lives. 
3. Evaluate to what degree our personal faith and the teachings of our church 

line up with Scripture. 
4. Add commentary from Martin Luther where helpful or notable.   

 
 
Read 1:1-2 
Author: Simon Peter, a servant and apostle (this title reminds us of the -

______________) 
 
Date of writing: later 60s AD  
 
Audience: Believers (Jewish and Gentile) scattered throughout what is now Turkey—the 

same audience as Peter’s first letter.  Cf. 1 Peter 1:1-2 
 
Note the greeting.  Peter was inspired to bookend the letter with a combination of grace 

and knowledge.  Along with faith, these make up the foundation of the Christian 
life and the church.  True knowledge of God will be especially emphasized in the 
letter, a warning primarily against false teaching. 

 
Read 1:3-11 
Make a list of the expressions from this section that emphasize that our salvation is 

entirely accomplished for us by a gracious God. 
 
 
 
Luther on “participate in the divine nature”(v. 4): “Whatever one does to you he must 

do to Him, for whoever would crush a Christian must crush God” (The Epistles of 
St. Peter and St. Jude Preached and Explained by Martin Luther, p. 167). 

 
 
Note the list/progression in vv. 5-7.  What do you need to work on most right now?   
 
 
If we already have “everything we need” (v. 3), why does Peter push so hard for us to 

“possess these qualities in increasing measure” (v. 8)? 
 



Key Scriptural truth: Through faith in Christ, our ____-ification is complete, but in this 
life our _____-ification always has room for growth.   

 
Luther: “…this is quite another kind of power from that of the body, for that grows 

weary and wastes away if it is used and urged somewhat too far: but as to this 
spiritual power, the more it is used and urged, the stronger it becomes; and it 
suffers injury if it is not exercised” (Ibid. p. 170). 

 
Note on v. 10: “make your calling and election sure…”  Our calling and election are 

already sure to God.  Here Peter urges us to grow in faith and godly living, so that 
we gain confidence through God’s work in our lives. 

 
Luther: “…this ever remains true, that faith alone justifies; where this then is present, 

there works must follow” (Ibid. p. 169) 
 
 
Read vv. 12-21 
Peter knew he wouldn’t live long (v. 14), so he wanted to use his time wisely, to build up 

these believers.  I’d encourage each of you to be intentional about mentoring 
someone in the faith. Who will it be in the near future? 

 
 
To what event in the life of Christ is Peter referring in vv. 17-18?   
 
 
Peter lists two or three main reasons why the Bible can be trusted.  What are they, and 

which means the most to you?   
 
 
Key Scriptural Truth: “prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  v. 21 serves as a nice 
definition of what we call ________   _____________, the process through 
which God gave us his Word.  Cf. 2 Timothy 3:16 and 1 Peter 1:10-12 

 
 
Luther: “…this text is also strongly against all human doctrine; for since the word of God 

is the light in a dark and gloomy place, it follows that all besides is darkness.  For 
if there were another light besides the word, St. Peter would not have spoken as 
he has.  Therefore look not to this, how gifted those men are with reason who 
teach any other doctrine, however grandly they put it forth; if you cannot trace 
God’s word in it, then be in no doubt as to its being mere darkness…How can they 
have God’s spirit if they do not have His word?” (Ibid. p. 177) 

 
Next week, God-willing, we will see a great contrast in the warning against false 

teaching.  


